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PREFACL‘ TO [HE © EDITION.

HE H:- =2,” savs che eminent author of
The Lmh oi A«w Uis a workof higha uthm?"
and extended popularizy. The prose is doubtless as
old as onrown era; but :‘ e intercalated verses and
proverbs comprise o -e ectlon from writings of an
age exiremely remote,”*

fue Panchammm of which the Hitipadsess
later morweriments is usually said to have been
oG ,.-.eﬁ about r! e end of dfth centurv.” ¢ Buc
the fablesof which it consists are many of them
rgferable to a period loug rreceding the Christian
era. The work mayv thus be squed the father of
all fables; for from its namerons translations have
zome Esop and Pilpay and in 1@.&»1 days Reineke
Fuchs. Originally compiled in Sanskritit was trans-
lated by order of Naushirwan in the sixth cen-
tury A. D. into Persic. [t has since been translated
or paraphrased into Hebrew, Arabie, Syriac, Per-
sian, Turkish, French, German. English and almost
every known language of the literary world and
some ancient book of Sanskrit apologues (of which
Hitopadesa is the present representative) is the
original source of all the well-known fables currens
in Kurope and Asia for more than two thousani
vears since the days of Herodotus.7”

As the Persic version known as the dnwari-Su-
huaili (The Lightof the Canopus) is much studied
by Persian scholars in [ndia, a few remarks on its
relation to Hitopadesa may not be out of place hers.
After the usual description of the manner in which
the Prime minister Bacarchamahr deputed Barzooa
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2 Rir Edwin Arnold's Book of Good Couoeels.
T Menier William’s Indian Wisdom,



ia, “the countrr where medicinal plants

i
oI TEsINre 4 fle 3d man 1o life. the story
op a couversation, not between Vishun
Sa Raja Sudarshana, but be-
1y 2 Rai Dabishilim., Whe
the to surmise. In other
reT me original so close-

sals have been trans-
ersianized. gy, Karal m(s:ﬂ'sr) is Kalela
s (FEEE) i= Sharzaba s233 Man
11”' n‘v'v”'iF) is Uandaha ayada Chitragriva (fassls),
“;em.wnr— —is ’i[mafa,rz 43 ke (one having a collar)
“d s3 forth. The rar, however, is Hiranyaka (fazuas)
in Sanskrit and Zer:i ;33 wizse) in Persian, But as
Haranr,a ma 1.1 am of opinion that it was
“rigin .ZI_:' raesivtad into Zarak S35 from car—
zold i v) and the ya 4 was inserted after-
warﬂ}:.

Hitopadesa was first translated into English by
Sir W, June: more than a hundred vears ago. It is
however the Bock of Good Counsels of Sir Edwin
Arcold whick has made Hitopadesa a favourite book
witih English readers.

Among ourselves, Hitopadesa is supposed® to have
Lieen for the first m“etmmla ed into Hindi by Lalluj,
"the Fathercf Hindi prose "but who may also be

deguatelystrled fthe warbler of poetic prose. in every
sense uf t“"e term. For not only do bis sentences
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lo :he pe*‘mc to tie Benpares edition of the

Aaf 1854 ar Hindl wersions of Bitepadesa are
me o date prier *u 180% the vearin which the Rajnit
wis £r: T thi s preface the reader is referred for farther
smarks pe'.,rmame The initials of the editor are
P E. d Hall %)
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in the Prem Sagar, at least rhyme but hoth Rajniti and
the Prem Sagarare written not in Ahari burl whick
must have been, as it is now the langace
,wuetv in Mathura, Agra and Dellii, -

f our vernacular in which poetry is sirrosel to be
wrmeu Lalluji however has not tohowed Vishaon
Sarma’s & f.:::.e and has taken ureaterliberties rith
the criginal than a translator is expected to take.
Vercet appropriate to the occasion have been freelr
{aken from older authors and but few of the geod
{,omxmek have been rendered into verse. As pre-
ceptsare remembered more easily when put in
than in prose, a work like the present seemed to be
a desideratum. [ therefore took upthe work in May
18%9 when I was at Fyzabad and found Professor
Johnson's edition the most suitable guide. I have
however omitted some stories as repugnant to mo-
dern ideas of a moral class-book especially as it is
expected to be placed in the hands of young readers,
and with this object the language used is extremely
simple.

Baroia:

6th February 1902. }

PREFACE TO THE SECOXND EDITION.
This little book has been very favourably received
by the public. Itis now prescribed for the En-
trance Examination of the Punjab University. As
the first edition has beenrapidly exhausted I have
brought out a second edition.

MoRrADABAD :
20th February 1905.

SITA RAM.

SITA RAM.
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